
 

 

DISCOVERING SERIES 
 

Overview:  
The Discovery Bible Experience, or Discovery Bible Study as it is known in some circles, is a powerful tool for 

teaching people how to connect with and learn from God. The Discovering God series has been widely used to 

help pre-Christians discover God. These additional passages were developed to help those with a spiritual interest 

to build a solid foundation for spiritual growth. Believers will also develop a deeper relationship with God as they 

work through these passages. These series and corresponding discussions are designed for small groups.  

Series Series Title Summary 

1a. Discovering Jesus 

This series includes a brief overview of the early ministry 

of Jesus as He revealed Himself and His message to pre-

Christians. 

1b. Discovering Peace 

Jesus offered peace to those who followed Him. This 

series looks at how we can gain this peace even in the 

midst of the troubles we face.  

2a. Discovering God - Traditional 

Beginning in Genesis, the God of the Bible is presented 

along with the main characters and stories of the Old 

Testament, leading to the discovery of Jesus the Messiah. 

2b. Discovering God - Postmodern 

Similar to the previous series, these passages also move 

the reader from creation to Christ. This series is 

developed for secular people from Western cultures.  

3. 
Discovering the Life of a 
Disciple 

What did Jesus consider most important to teach His 

new followers? This series explores the principles Jesus 

expressed to His disciples.  

4. Discovering Church 

This study explains the purpose and reason believers are 

commanded to assemble, leading to a discussion on 

what they should do when they gather. 

5. Discovering Our Calling 

All Christians are called to make disciples. This series 

shows how Jesus modeled the advancing of His kingdom 

and taught disciples to do the same. 

6.  
Discovering Healthy 
Relationships 

How does God view His followers? How do we develop 

healthy relationships with God, family, and one another? 

The answers to these questions are explored in this 

series. 

 

  



 

 

 
About These Series:  
Do not simply hand these pages to people. People must be shown how to read the Bible using the Discovery Bible 

Experience method. First, have someone show you how to lead these studies or watch a video before you begin—

then show someone else how to experience God through reading the Bible.  

Overview:  
These passages are designed to be used with the Discovery Group Experience (DGE) or Discovery Group. A 

detailed description is available in Section 3 of the book The Jesus Strategy: How Jesus Taught Followers to Carry 

out His Vision.  

DGE is an obedience-based approach to the Bible, based on Jesus’ command to make disciples, baptize them, and 

teach them to obey all His commands. The objective of the Discovery Group Experience is for members to 

discover at least one principle from the passage that God desires them to understand and apply to their life. Pre-

Christians can then decide if they wish to take this step of faith. Believers are encouraged to obey any command 

God reveals to them in the passage.  

Getting Started:  
Discuss with participants if they would like to write the answers before the group discussion or simply discuss the 

questions. If they choose to discuss the questions, you might encourage them to write down their answers at a 

later time when they become more motivated from their experience with God.  

The first two series provide an example of how to lead an oral discussion without writing out the passage. The rest 

of the series includes instructions to write the passages in a notebook. This writing can be done in advance or 

during the meeting.  

The following are tips for effective group discussions:  

 Be patient and give people time to think about how to answer.   

 Encourage everyone to express their answers, but don’t force anyone to speak.  

 Encourage the more talkative members to wait and let quieter members answer first.  

 The group facilitator should share their thoughts last and keep their answers brief.  

 Create a supportive environment where everyone is encouraged to share openly. 

 Remind everyone that what’s shared in the group must not be shared outside the group. 

Before you Begin a Discovery Bible Experience with Pre-Christians (Seekers) 
I recommend meeting twice with pre-Christians before you begin. At the first meeting, you should discuss in 

general terms the purpose of reading and how you plan to learn from the Bible. You can explain that you plan to 

show them how they can read the Bible for themselves and learn to listen to what God wants to show them. Ask 

the person to think about anyone else that they know who would like to explore God through the Bible with them. 

It is more enjoyable and productive for pre-Christians to discuss these passages and experience God together with 

their friends. Before you begin studying a passage, meet one more time with the person, along with anyone else 

who is interested in learning from the Bible with them. See Introduction to the Bible for suggestions about what 

to discuss at your second meeting.  

 

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE  
 

Introduce the Book to New Bible Readers 
I typically discuss the following during my second meeting with pre-Christians. I will suggest we start reading the 

Bible together the week after we’ve had a conversation about the Bible and after I’ve shared this information.  

I) Why Read the Bible? For the sake of simplicity, share just one of the following reasons during your first 

introduction to the Bible. The other two reasons can be shared at a later time. 

A) For Life:   

The Bible tells us about God, the author of life, the creator of heaven and earth. It also tells us about people and 

how we can experience life the way God designed it to be.  

It points out the wrong things we do to find happiness, pleasure, or security, things that will not satisfy and may 

harm us or others. The Bible tells us that true life is found only in God. 

It is not a magic book to place over people to heal them or to hold up for protection. God wants us to read the 

Bible and listen and do what he says in it. 

B) For Relationship with God: 

The Bible tells us that God values us and wants to have a relationship. It tells us how we can enjoy this relationship 

with God and put God in his rightful place in our lives. I’m not interested in teaching about religion or changing 

your religion. This is about a relationship. 

I would like to show you how you can read the Bible for yourself to enter into a relationship with God. The best 

way to get to know God is by reading the Bible. Jesus said if we are willing to listen and learn from God, he will 

reveal himself to us. You can get to know him if you are willing to put in a little effort. I would like to show you a 

way to read and understand the Bible for yourself. You will also be able to show this to other people who want to 

learn how to connect with God. 

C) To Better Love God and Others: 

The Bible tells us that God loves people; He wants to have a love relationship with us. It tells us how we can love 

God and how God wants us to love others. 

It is not just about you and your relationship with God. The Bible also talks about community. It is best to 

experience God with others so we can help each other. I would like to not only show you how you can get to 

know God yourself but also how you can get together and experience God with your interested friends. I would 

like to teach you a way to experience God with others. It is not difficult and you will then be able to help other 

people know how they can do this with their friends.  

  



 

 

 

II) What to Bring to This Meeting 

Select an easy-to-read translation of the Bible such as the New International Version (NIV). Do not use a 

paraphrased version of the Bible, such as the New Living Translation, for the Discovery Bible Experience or 

Discovery Group Experience because the student will be asked to write the passage in their own words. They will 

be paraphrasing the passage, so we don’t want to start with a version where someone has already paraphrased 

the passage. Bring a new Bible for each person to hold while you talk about the Bible.  

III) About the Bible 

Explain that the Bible is unlike any other book you have read. God had people write the things he wanted us to 

know and do. It was written by many different people over a very long period.  

16 

The Bible is a collection of writings written over a period of 1,600 years/16 centuries. The part 

that was written in the first 1,500 years, before Jesus was born, is called the Old Testament. 

The second part, which was written over a period of 100 years after Jesus’ birth, is called the 

New Testament  

36 + 
The Bible is a collection of writings that were written by more than 36 people over this very 

long period. Together, they express what God wanted us to know. 

66 
The list of writings is found in the Table of Contents. There are 66 writings we call “books.” 

There are many types of writings included, such as historical writings, poetry, or messages to 

people from God.  

IV) Navigating the Bible 

Each book is divided into chapters and each chapter is divided into verses (shown as numbers in small font).  

Help people locate the Table of Contents where they can see the sixty-six books. Show how passages are listed 

and help them find several passages such as Geneses 1:1, Jeremiah 9:23–24, and Matthew 22:37–40. 

 

  



 

 

DISCOVERING JESUS 
 

Who Is This For? 
This is an introductory series for anyone who would like to learn more about Jesus. This series is good for pre-

Christians (seekers), “Christians” who haven’t connected personally with God, and those who are considering 

reconnecting with God.  

 
Overview:  
Jesus is arguably the most interesting character in the Bible. Many people are curious about Jesus and would like 

to read about Him themselves. This series will give readers a better understanding of what Jesus did and who He 

claimed to be. In John’s Gospel, he wrote that these signs were included so people would believe in Jesus and 

experience the life that is available for those who believe in Him (John 20:30–31).  

 

 Seven Signs and Claims of Jesus Passages 

1.  Water into Wine John 2:1–12 

2.  Healing an Official’s Son John 4:46–54 

3.  Healing an Invalid John 5:1–17 

4.  Feeding Five Thousand John 6:1–15, 35 

5.  Walking on Water John 6:16–21 

6.  Healing a Blind Man John 9:1–7, 13–15, 35–39 

7.  The Good Shepherd John 10:7–15 

8.  Healing a Friend John 11:4–9, 32–40 

9.  Reason for These Signs John 12:36–48 

 

 
  



 

 

 
Discovering Jesus Discussion 

Getting Started:  
 Discuss with participants if they would like to read the “Read Passage” and/or write answers to 

the discussion questions before your meeting (or wait to work on this together). 

 Following are the questions to ask when waiting to work on the scripture together.  

 Tips for effective group facilitation: 

o Be patient and give people time to think about how to answer.   

o Encourage everyone to express their answers, but don’t force anyone to speak.  

o Encourage more talkative members to wait and let quieter members answer first.  

o The group facilitator should share their thoughts last and keep their answers brief.  

o Create a supportive environment where everyone is encouraged to share openly. 

o Remind everyone that what’s shared in the group must not be shared outside the group. 

Use the following discussion format when you meet together:  

Discussion Questions – Oral 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture   
A) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture. Have one or two more people read it again.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

B) Discovery Questions (Participants should each answer the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

C) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

DISCOVERING PEACE 
 
 

Who Is This for? 
This is an introductory series for anyone who would like to learn what the Bible says about how to find peace. This 

introduction series is good for pre-Christians (seekers) and newer Christians.  

 
Overview:  
The Bible has much to say about peace. God does not want His followers to be anxious and worry.  

 

 Seven Signs and Claims of Jesus Passages 

1.  Jesus Calms the Sea Luke 8:22–25 

2.  Trust Jesus, Seek His Kingdom Luke 12:22–34 

3.  Jesus Heals the Centurion Luke 7:1–10 

4.  Pray and Ask God Philippians 4:4–9  

5.  Don’t Judge One Another Luke 6:35–42 

6.  The Wrong Goals James 3:13–18, 4:1–3 

7.  The Spirit of Peace John 14:23–27 

 

 
  



 

 

 
Discovering Peace Discussion 

Getting Started:  
 Discuss with participants if the group would like to read the “Read Passage” and/or write 

answers to the discussion questions before your meeting (or wait to work on this together). 

 Following are the questions to ask when waiting to work on the scripture together.  

 Tips for effective group facilitation: 

o Be patient and give people time to think about how to answer.   

o Encourage everyone to express their answers, but don’t force anyone to speak.  

o Encourage more talkative members to wait and let quieter members answer first.  

o The group facilitator should share their thoughts last and keep their answers brief.  

o Create a supportive environment where everyone is encouraged to share openly. 

o Remind everyone that what’s shared in the group must not be shared outside the group. 

Use the following discussion format when you meet together:  

Discussion Questions – Oral 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture  
D) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture. Have one or two more people read it again.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

E) Discovery Questions (Participants should each answer the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

F) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is this for? 
Older adults, Latino/Latina people, or people from other cultures that believe in one God (monotheism). This 

series is for people with a traditional world view who typically see an orderly universe that is broken in places.  

Overview: 
The Discovering God series introduces readers to the God of creation and the origins of the problems in our 

world. God has systematically revealed Himself through the pages of Genesis and shows His plan to solve these 

problems. His redemption for Israel and all nations is displayed through the major figures and stories of the Old 

Testament. These passages move from creation to Christ, inviting readers to get to know Jesus and to begin to 

follow Him—the Messiah and savior of the world.   

Week Bible Passage Read Passages Write Out Verses 

1. What the Bible Says About Itself 2 Timothy 3:16–17 All 

2. God Creates Genesis 1:1–25 Gen. 1:1,3,9,12,14,20,24 

3. God Creates Man & Woman Genesis 1:26–27,2:7–9;15–25 Gen. 2:7–9 & 15–24 

4. How Sin Came into the World Genesis 3:1–24 Gen. 3:1–7 

5. Noah & the Great Flood Genesis 6:5–22 Gen. 6: 9–13, 17, 22 

6. The Tower of Babel Genesis 11:1–9 All 

7. 
Abram/Abraham Father of 
Nations 

Genesis 12:1–8 & 15:1–6 Gen. 15:1–6  

8. 
Abraham’s Test of Faith & 

Obedience 
Genesis 22:1–18 Gen. 22: 1–2, 9–18 

9. God Spares His People Exodus 12:1–28 Exodus 12: 21–28 

10. 
Moses & The Ten 

Commandments 
Exodus 19:5–9; 20:1–21 Exodus 20: 2–17 

11. The Sin Offering Leviticus 4:1–2,13–21,27–31 Leviticus 4:13–21 

12. God’s Offering for Sinners Isaiah 53:1–12 All 

13. Jesus is Born Luke 1:26–38 & 2:1–20 Luke 1:28–38 

14. Jesus is Baptized & Tested Matthew 3:13–17,4:1–11 Matthew 3:13–17 

15. Jesus & the Paralyzed Man Luke 5:17–26 All 

16. 
Jesus, His Betrayal, & the 

Covenant 
Matthew 26:17–30 Matthew 26:20–30 

17. Jesus is Betrayed & Faces Trial John 18:1–40 & 19:1–16 John 19: 5–16 

18. Jesus is Crucified Luke 23:32–56 Luke 23:32–34,39–43,46–48 

19. The Resurrection Luke 24:1–53 Luke 24:36–48 

20. How to Enter the Kingdom of God John 3:1–21; Mark 16:15–18 John 3:16-21;Mark 16:15-18 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 = Bible book name, chapter: verses (Book names can be looked up in the table of contents) 

DISCOVERING GOD 
(TRADITIONAL) 



 

 

Discovering God Discussion 
 

Getting Started:  
 Discuss if participants would like to read the “Read Passage” and/or write answers to the 

discussion questions before your meeting (or wait to work on this together). 

 Show them how to make 4 columns on a piece of paper, preferably in a notebook.  

 Instruct them to label each column: 1) Scripture 2) Own Words 3) Questions 4) I Will 

 Ask each participant to write their answers as follows:  

In column 1, write the “Write Out Verses” word for word. 

In column 2, rewrite the same verses in your own words. (Write as much or as little as you wish.) 

In column 3, write the answers to the Discovery Questions below. 

In column 4, write what you will do with what you learned from this passage.  

Use the following discussion format when you meet together:  

Discussion Questions – Written 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture (Participants can read what they have written.)  
A) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

B) Discovery Questions (Participants can read their answers to the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

C) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

DISCOVERING GOD 
(POSTMODERN) 

 

Who is this for? 
Younger to middle-aged adults and postmodern thinkers who view the universe as broken or 

disorderly. 

Overview: 
This narrative makes the connection between people’s spirituality and the problematic world around 

them—a journey that allows them to discover God as the Creator who responds to the needs of the 

defenseless and offers a new world to humanity through Jesus’ message. Readers will discover how to 

live the way Jesus taught His followers to live and learn how to find a spiritual community. 

      Subject        Passage 

1. God Creates People      Genesis 2:4–25 

2. God Holds People Responsible for Disobedience  Genesis 3:1–24 

3. God’s Covenant with Abraham     Genesis 12:1–8, 15:1–6, 17:1–7 

4. God Hears the Cry of the Defenseless   Exodus 1:1–14, 2:11–25 

5. God Responds to the Cry of the Defenseless  Exodus 3:1–22 

6. God Defends His People from the Oppressor  Exodus 14:5–31 

7. The Commands of God      Leviticus 19:1–18 

8. The People Take Responsibility for Disobedience  Nehemiah 9:5–31 

9. The Promise of a New Day     Isaiah 61:1–9 

10. God’s Covenant with the People    Jeremiah 31:31–34 

11. Jesus Announces His Purpose    Luke 4:14–21 

12. Jesus and the Religious Leader     John 3:1–21 

13. Jesus and the Samaritan Woman     John 4:1–26, 39–42 

14. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand    Mark 6:30–44 

15. Jesus and the Paralyzed Man     Luke 5:17–26 

16. Jesus Gives the Great Commandment   Matthew 22:34–40 

17. Jesus Talks about His Betrayal and Covenant   Matthew 26:17–30 

18. Jesus is Arrested       Matthew 26:47–57 

19. Jesus is Crucified       Luke 23:32–56 

20. Jesus is Resurrected       Luke 24:1–35 

21. Jesus Ascends to Heaven     Acts 1:3–11 

22. People Respond to the Message about Jesus  Acts 2:22–41 

23. People Create New Community as Jesus-Followers Acts 2:42–47 

Created by: CityTeam Ministries  



 

 

Discovering God Discussion 
 

Getting Started:  
 Discuss with participants if they would like to read the “Read Passage” and/or write answers to 

the discussion questions before your meeting (or wait to work on this together). 

 Show them how to make 4 columns on a piece of paper, preferably in a notebook.  

 Instruct them to label each column: 1) Scripture 2) Own Words 3) Questions 4) I Will 

 Ask each participant to write their answers as follows:  

 In column 1, write out the passage, or what you see as being the most important verses, word 

for word. 

 In column 2, write the same verses in your own words. (Write as much or as little as you wish.)  

 In column 3, write the answers to the Discovery Questions below. 

 In column 4, write what you will do with what you learned in this passage.  

Use the following discussion format when you meet together:  

Discussion Questions – Written 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture (Participants can read what they have written.)  
A) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

B) Discovery Questions (Participants can read their answers to the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

C) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

DISCOVERING THE LIFE OF A DISCIPLE 
 
 

Who is this for? 
Followers of Jesus and those who want to weigh the cost of following Jesus. Start this study when the 

majority of Discovery Group members have discovered and entered into a relationship with Jesus.  

Overview: 
What was the first thing Jesus taught his new followers? What did He think was important for them to 

learn? This series takes readers through instructions Jesus gave His disciples about how they should live 

and serve in His new kingdom. This study culminates with the command to be baptized and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 Jesus’ Instructions for Disciples Passages 

1.  Rewards for following Jesus Luke 5:1–11 

2.  Seek the Kingdom of God   (Read 6:12–19 for background) Luke 6:27–36  

3.  Love Your Enemies Luke 6:27–36 

4.  Forgive and Be Generous Luke 6:37–42 

5.  Put Love into Practice Luke 6:43–49 

6.  Share the Light, Jesus’ Family Luke 8:16–21 

7.  Trust Jesus and Be Calm in the Storm Luke 8:22–25 

8.  Commit to Following Jesus Luke 9:57–62 

9.  What to Pray, Keep on Praying  Luke 11:1–13 

10.  See the Light, Share the Light Luke 11:33–36 

11.  Don’t Fear People, Tell Them about God Luke 12:1–12 

12.  Don’t Worry, Seek God’s Kingdom Luke 12:22–34 

13.  Always be Ready to Serve God Luke 12:35–48 

14.  Love God above Everything Else Luke 14:25–35 

15.  Be Creative in Your Service to God Luke 16:1–15 

16.  Forgive Others, The Attitude of a Servant Luke 17:1–10 

17.  The Kingdom Is Here and Still Coming Luke 17:20–25 

18.  Be Persistent in Prayer Luke 18:1–8, 15–17 

19.  Be Humble Before God Luke 20:45–47, 21:1–4 

20.  God Is in Control, His Final Kingdom Is Coming Luke 21:8–18, 25–28 

21.  Promise to Send the Holy Spirit  John 14:15–27 

22.  Connect to Jesus to Bear Much Fruit John 15:5–17 

23.  Jesus’ Final Commands Luke 24:44–49, Acts 1:4–11 

24.  Jesus Explains That the Scriptures Foretold about Him Luke 24:13–35 

25.  The Holy Spirit Comes Acts 2:1–13 

26.  Peter Speaks to the Crowd Acts 2:14–25 

27.  Repent and Be Baptized Acts 2:36–41 

28.  Baptism and New Life Romans 6:1–11 

29.  Jesus Was Baptized Luke 3:2–23 



 

 

Discovering the Life of a Disciple Discussion 
 

Getting Started:  
Make 4 columns on a piece of paper, then label each column: 1) Scripture 2) Own Words 3) 

Questions 4) I Will 

Ask each participant to write their answers as follows: 

 In column 1, write out the passage, or what you see as being the most important verses, word 

for word. 

 In column 2, write the same verses in your own words. (Write as much or as little as you wish.) 

 In column 3, write the answers to the Discovery Questions below. 

 In column 4, write what you will do with what you learned in this passage. 

Use the following discussion format when you meet together: 

Discussion Questions – Written 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture (Participants can read what they have written.)  
A) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

B) Discovery Questions (Participants can read their answers to the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God or His Kingdom?  

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants his followers to do, according to this passage? 
 

C) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

DISCOVERING CHURCH 
 

Who is this for? 
Followers of Jesus (Christians). Start this study when the majority of Discovery Group members have 

discovered and entered into a relationship with Jesus or when starting a new gathering of Christians. 

Overview:  
Discovery Groups learn what it means to become part of the church and how to function together and 

help each other. 

 Lessons on Church Passages 

What is a church according to the Bible?  

1.  
Write your definition of “church” based on these 
passages 

1 Corinthians 16:19, 

1 Corinthians 1:2–3,  

Ephesians 5:29–30 

What Is the Church and Who Does It Belong To?  

2.  The Foundation Matthew 16:15–18, 24–27 

3.  Jesus’ Bride Ephesians 5: 25–27 

4.  United with Each Other Ephesians 4:1–6   

5.  One with Each Other 1 Corinthians 1:10–15, 12:12–13 

Why Do We Assemble?   

6.  We Gather to Help Each Other Love 
Hebrews 10:24–25,  

Matthew 22:34–40, John 13:34–35 

7.  We Gather to Help Each Other Do Good Works Hebrews 10:24–25,  

Ephesians 1:18–23, Ephesians 2:6–10 

What Should We Do When We Meet?  

8.  Communion: Help Each Other Love God Deuteronomy 6:5–9 

9.  Communion: Symbolized by Eating Together 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 

10.  Commitment: Help Each Other Be Grateful to God Acts 2:42–47, Colossians 3:15–17 

11.  Commitment: Help Each Other Learn from the Bible  Acts 2:42–43, 2 Timothy 3:16–17 

12.  Community: Pray for Unity John 17:24–26 

13.  Community: Love and Pray for Each Other 1 Peter 1:22–23, James 5:13–16 

14.  Contribution: Serve Each Other John 13:12–17 

15.  Contribution: Discover How You Can Best Serve Others 1 Corinthians 12:4–12 

16.  Compassion: Love Your Neighbors Luke 6:27–36, Luke 6:46–49 

17.  Compassion: Help Your Neighbors in Need James 1:27, James 2:14–15 

18.  Commission: Tell Your Neighbors about Jesus Matthew 28:18–20, Act 1:8 

19.  Commission: Pass on What You Learn, Make Disciples 2 Timothy 2:1–7 



 

 

Discovering Church Discussion 

Getting Started:  
Make 4 columns on a piece of paper, then label each column: 1) Scripture 2) Own Words 3) 

Questions 4) I Will 

Ask each participant to write their answers as follows: 

 In column 1, write out the passage, or what you see as being the most important verses, word 

for word. 

 In column 2, write the same verses in your own words. (Write as much or as little as you wish.) 

 In column 3, write the answers to the Discovery Questions below. 

 In column 4, write what you will do with what you learned in this passage. 

Use the following discussion format when you meet together: 

Discussion Questions – Written 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture (Participants can read what they have written.)  
A) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

B) Discovery Questions (Participants can read their answers to the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this passage teach about Jesus’ Church? (new question) 

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

C) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 What will we do when we gather to help each other act like Jesus’ church? (new) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 



 

 

DISCOVERING OUR CALLING 
 

 
Who is this for? 

Followers of Jesus (Christians). 

Overview:  
Jesus promised to teach followers to continue the mission they observed from Him. He not only trained 

the twelve apostles, but also many other disciples. This series explores how Jesus modeled sharing the 

good news of the kingdom and how He trained followers to carry out His vision. A significant portion of 

each of the gospel accounts describes the way Jesus prepared his followers to continue this mission—a 

calling that has been given to all followers of Jesus.   

  Jesus’ Instructions for Disciples Passages 

1.  Follow Jesus, “Fish for Men” Matthew 4:17–23, 24:14 

2.  Forgiving and Welcoming “Sinners” Matthew 9:2–13 

3.  Be Humble, Search for Lost People Matthew 18:1–4,12–14; Luke 15:1–7 

4.  Pray for More Workers Matthew 9:35–38; 1 Cor 9:21–23 

5.  Rewards for Workers John 4:31–38 

6.  Blessings Jesus Offers People John 4:4–15 

7.  Share Your Experience, Introduce Others to Jesus  John 4:28–30, 39–42 

8.  Instructions for Workers Matthew 10:5–16; 2 Tim 2:1–3 

9.  Tell Others That You Love Jesus Matthew 10:32–33, 37–42 

10.  Different Responses to the Kingdom Message Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

11.  Different Seeds from Different Sources Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

12.  Treasure of God’s Kingdom Matthew 6:33; 13:44–45 

13.  Separating the Wicked from the Righteous Matthew 13:47–52 

14.  Disrespect from Friends and Family Matthew 13:53–58 

15.  Cost of Following Jesus Matthew 16:13–18, 23–27 

16.  Take Risks and Use Our Abilities for God Matthew 25:14–30 

17.  Serve Those in Need Matthew 25:31–46 

18.  Go Make Disciples Matthew 28:16–20 

19.  God Speaks to People John 6:43–47, 10:1–6 

20.  We Need God’s Power Luke 24:44–49, John 5:16–20 

21.  Healing in the Name of Jesus Acts 3:1–19 

22.  Opposition to Followers of Jesus Acts 4:1–12; 18–20 

23.  Prayer of Servants of God Acts 4:23–31 

24.  Invitation to Seek God Acts 17:16–17, 22–32 

25.  Proclaim His Salvation Psalm 96:1–13 

 



 

 

Discovering Our Calling Discussion 

Getting Started:  
Make 4 columns on a piece of paper, then label each column: 1) Scripture 2) Own Words 3) 

Questions 4) I Will 

Ask each participant to write their answers as follows: 

 In column 1, write out the passage, or what you see as being the most important verses, word 

for word. 

 In column 2, write the same verses in your own words. (Write as much or as little as you wish.) 

 In column 3, write the answers to the Discovery Questions below. 

 In column 4, write what you will do with what you learned in this passage. 

Use the following discussion format when you meet together: 

Discussion Questions – Written 

I) Community Questions  
 What are you thankful for?  

 What are you struggling with, and how can we help? (Or what is causing you stress?) 

 Is there someone outside this group that we should help?  

II) Review Questions 
 What did we read about last week?  

 How did you act on it, and how did that go? 

 Who did you share your experience with?  

III) New Scripture (Participants can read what they have written.)  
D) Bible Passage 

 Ask someone to read the Scripture.  

 Ask someone to retell the Bible story in their own words. 

 Ask others if anything was left out of the story. 
 

E) Discovery Questions (Participants can read their answers to the following questions.) 

 What does this story teach us about God?  

 What does this passage teach about Jesus’ Church? (new question) 

 What does this story teach us about people? 

 What do you think God wants people to do as a result of reading this passage? 
 

F) Application Questions  
 What action do you think God wants you to take as a result of reading this? 

What will you do? (Start your answer with: “I will . . .”) 

 What will we do when we gather to help each other act like Jesus’ church? (new) 

 With whom can you share about your experience with God through this passage?  

 Would you like to do this again next week? 

 



 

 

DISCOVERING HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 
Who is this for? 
Followers of Jesus (Christians). 

Overview:  
The most important commands in the Bible have to do with our relationships (Matt. 22:34–40). There is 

nothing more important than our love relationship with God and with one another. Many Bible scholars 

believe that Paul provided lessons on household relationships for churches. (See Eph.5:23–6:9 and Col. 

3:18–4:1) The New Testament letters to churches are filled with relationship advice. This series lays a 

foundation from our position before God and explores His plan for the structure of human institutions. 

Readers are encouraged to consider how they can develop a deeper relationship with God and extend 

the mercy and grace that we have received from Him in human relationships.  

 

Passage list is under development. 


